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A CHARCOAL SKETCH. 

I sketched my love at break of day, 
And watched the pink and purple play ; 
In fleeting moods across her face, 
But colors had Lnone could trace 
That wonder- world, that witch's spell, 
That laughing face I love so well. " 



At noonday, fervid, shadowless, 
I sketched her in a scarlet dress — 
Red passionate poppies in her hair, 
Around each wrist a serpent fair : 
I could not catch the glows that dwell 
Within that face I love so well. 



I sketched her when the day was low, 
While somber clouds came trailing slow 
Athwart the sun's gray-umber light, 
She the sole mistress of my night :' — 
Nay ! Vain my pencil's task to tell 
How fair the face I love so well ! . 



George Houghton. 
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